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Dear Commumty Member

‘In December 2008 an EPA. fact sheet announced the ava11ab1l1ty of the. Techmcal Assistance
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 Services for Communities’ (TASC) program for its work at the Santa Susana Field Laboratory. -

(SSFL). The TASC is funded and managed under a national EPA contract, and provides an
independent env1ronmental expert to assist the community to understand EPA’s work and
provrde mput into the process ' l

Initially, two groups made forrnal expressmns of mterest in receiving TASC services, followed

later by a third" “group. Through numerous discussions with various actrve ‘members of the ‘

commumty, EPA learned that there was opposmon to TASC.

On May 27, 2009, 2 TASC 1nformatlonal meetmg was attended by a TASC contractor and many
commumty members who expressed strongly-held opposing viewpoints. While some attendees
supported:, TASC and wanted to receive TASC services, others were opposed to TASC being
made avallable to any group :

Some attendees questloned the TASC program’s abllrty to ﬁnd an independent techmcal advisor
sufﬁc1ently quahﬁed to review the: 41."'hly technical radlologrcal ‘doctiments. chers claimed that
the existing SSFL Interagency Workgroup was sufﬁcxent to meet their needs. and protested the
additional meetmgs th d'have to attend. Some were concerned that TASC would not be
.focused ™ on EPA’ rk but on- long-debated sources ‘of the ongmal contammatlon and
challenges about clalmed past health 1mpacts

EPA spent consrderable trme consrdermg all. of the comments recerved at the 1nformat10nal :

meeting, and. through phone calls and- direct conversations. EPA attempted to find a process to
provide TASC serv1ces ‘that’ was inclusive of various perspectives wh11e addressmg concerns.

‘Based on’ srgmﬁc ":’,t‘_opp ition t0 TASC EPA Region' IX has- decrded not to provrde TASC
'services' for its. ra ologrcal surve'y’ work at the SSFL, at the" present time. EPA remains open to
provrdmg TASC services if an appropnate process can be estabhshed or potentially folded into
the publi¢’ partrmpatron efforts of the State agernicy that has lead responsibility for the cleanup,
DTSC :
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EPA’s TASC contract manager, Luis Garcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave.
For questions about the TASC program, please contact' Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For °
questions about EPA’s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA’s toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, ‘or via e-mail at
cooper.david@epa.gov.
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"David Cooper o :
Community Involvement Coordinator
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